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wtorn Question, in its new phase received adequate treatment) is lessoned by a vehement harangue from Burke, who was igry with Ministers for diverting attention from French affairs, t that time lie and his son were striving to prepare the way for i firmed intervention of the monarchs in the interests of ouia XVI; and he therefore upbraided the Cabinet for support-EC " n horde of barbarous Asiatics" against the Czarina, a iclftrcd champion of royalty.1 " All that is holy in religion," he iid, " all that is moral and humane, demands an abhorrence of /crything which tends to extend the power of that cruel and nsleful Empire," " Any Christian Power is to be preferred to wsc destructive savages." . . . "Why are we to be alarmed at ic Russians' capture of a town? The Empire of Turkey is not temembcred by that. We (ire in possession of Gibraltar, and yet pain is not dismembered." This appeal to sentiment and this nc disregard of the facts of geography (for the district in ques-ion IH about the si/.c of Scotland) told with much effect; and it ras with some difficulty that the Government mustered 228 votes H against 135 for the Opposition.3
The next debates, of I2th and isth April, brought up Grey, Vhttbrcad, and Sheridan in their most combative moods. The it.it taunted Ministers with being led at the heel of Prussia, /hose only desire was to seize Dan/.itf ancl Thorn, and to have ho upper hand at Warsaw. While not calling the tune, we were o pay the piper. He (Sheridan) was sick of the parrot cry, 'ConfidenceI Confidence!" Ministers did not deserve it. Their londuct in Holland in 1787 had been a blow to popular liberty. rVnd now the son of Chatham was intriguing in all the Courts of fturopc, and figuring as "the posture-master of the Balance of Power." Undismayed by this brilliant invective, Dundas once more appealed for a continuance of the confidence which Ministers had merited by their conduct; and the House accorded it by 253 votes to 173. On isth April the figures were 254 to 162?
It is clear, then, that Pitt kept his party well together, despite the fact that his hands were tied by official reserve, while the Opposition ramped at large in the unalloyed bliss of ignorance.
' Sec Burkc's "Correspondence," iii, 268, where lie calls Kwart "a HlUc, busy, meddling man, little hcnrtl of lill lately."
* «]>nr1. Hisl.," xxix, 33-79.                                              .
9 Karl Stanhope (Ti, us) docs nol gwc vhc lim figures, which show thai the Ministry regained ground on 151)1 April.
